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Cover-up hint on Southeast Asia
prisoner issue meets skepticism

THE WASHINGTON THAES

A congressional_champion _of Viet-
nam veterans charged before skeptical
House colleagues vesterday that intelli-
gence oificials knowingly abandoned
U.S_prisoners of war in Southeast Asia

and said he 1s “fearful” that a cover-up
is now under way.

~“J'am outraged to think that our gov-

ernment knew of these live Americans
up to and past the end of the conflict and
knowing!y left them in captivity and did
nothing about it,” Rep. Douglas
Applegate, D-Ohio, charged.

“I am fearful that our president may
not fully know what his intelligence
community knows about our POW
MIlAsand that government agencies are
covering up past mistakes and withhold:
ing information for whatever reasons.
he added.

Rep. Applegate, chairman of a House
Veterans Affairs subcommittee, testi-
fied during a hearing by a House For-
eign Affairs subcommittee on the
Reagan administration's renewed effort
to account for the missing Gls.

There are 2.483 Americans unac-
counted for in Southeast Asia— 1.826 in
Vietnam and the remainder in Laos. |

Chairman Stephen J. Solarz, D-N.Y..
of the subcommittee on Pacific and
Asian Affairs, announced U.S. officials
on Aug. 15-18 will hold renewed
technical-level meetings on the prob-
lem. which Hanoi discontinued in
mid-1983. -

Hanoi returned the remains of eight
Americans’last July 17 and has dgreed
to allow a U.S. team 10 excavate at a
crash site near Paske ‘to search for
remains of American servicemen. Mr.
Solarz said.

Rep. Benjamin Gilman, D-N.Y., head
of the House Task Force on American
Prisoners and Missing in Southeast
Asia.sajdareview of anearlier cover-up
charge from another source turned up
no evidence of such concealment.

-1.t. Gen. James Williams, head of the
Defense Intelligence Agency. described
intensive interviews that are being con-
ducted in an effort to pir down informa-
tion in Southeast Asia and in dozens of
other couniries that refugees reach.

“Since the communist takeover of
Indochina in 1975, we have acquired a
total of 2.627 reports from Indochinese
refugees concerning alleged sightings
of Americans.” Gen. Williams testified.
Many proved to be errors or deliberate
falsehoods. but 86 cases are being
actively investigated, he said.

“Despite our persistent efforts, we
have not vet been able to prove or dis-
prove that there are any Americans

_being detained against their will”" Gen.
Williams said.

-*We are procceding under the
assumption that some Amecricans are
still held and we will alwavs predicate
our actions on that basis: hewever, we
cannot yet prove that any American is
now being held captive.” he said.

Questioned by the chairman. Gen.
Williams denied he has been involved in
a cover-up or knows of one, and insisted
that hisagency has turned over all of its
information to Congress.

Mr. Applegate testified that he has a
list of 97 CIA reports of American pris-
oners in Laos that US. officjals knew
-about. and 300 CIA reports on tracking
prisoners in Vietnam as lale as 1979,

“All of these documents have been
declassified and while they may be old
news, it clearly shows that we knew of
and left our boys over there." he said.

“As of July 15, 1984, the Defense
Intelligence Agency had over 2,620

reports on Ameéricans in Southeast Asia
— 610 of those reports are eyewit-
nesses.” Mr. Applegate said.

“Arefugee report. never investigated
by the DIA, cites S0live American POW's
in northern Laos.” he added. “This live
sighting of our boys was made on April
26,1982"

: 'Mr. Applegate said his efforts to
~check the reports have run into “road-
blocks in the name of national security™
and it is for this reason that he fears
there may be a cover-up, he said.

*If this is true, I must confess it is
news to me.” Chairman Solarz said.
“When did the agencies cover up?”

“I said 1 was fearful that they might,”
Mr. Applegate replied.

“Do you have any evidence that your
fears are justified? We can't goon a fish-
ing expedition.”

~“l'hope to furnish you with a pole ana
flshing worms,” Mr. Applegate said,
pointing out that there has been past
testimony about sightingsof live POW's.

“That hardly constitutes evidence of
a cover-up,” Mr. Solarz said. “The ques-
tion of a cover-up is extremely serious.
You are not in position to provide any
sp?giric tangible evidence of a cover-
up?”

“No. I'm not." Mr. Applegate said. ']
have not charged a cover-up, either”

“I'm a Democrat,” Mr. Solarz said.
“I'm not a hustler for Ronald Reagan.
My impression is that the people work-
ingonthisare sincere, trying very hard.
If any evidence is produced, by God we
will pursue it .

“You really seem overly critical of the
Reagan administration.” Rep. Gerald B.
Solomon, R-N.Y., a subcommittee mem-
ber, 10ld Mr. Applegate. Rep. Solomon is
amember of the task force that has been
investigating the issue.

“As amember of atask force that has
touched base with all the agencies con-
cerned. I came to the conclusion that
thgge wWas no cover-up,” Mr. Solomon
said.

— Ed Rogers
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